
Message from the Principal 

It’s a new school year! 
 
Welcome back to the start of the new academic year. I am 
absolutely delighted and honoured to be taking on the role 
of Principal & Executive Head of School at Wellsway School 
and IKB Academy. 

 
This week saw our students return and it was a really big week for the newest members of Wellsway School – our Year 7 stu-
dents. These young people have been amazing and have already started to fully embrace life at Wellsway School through a 
comprehensive induction on Monday and Tuesday, including an orienteering challenge to find their way around the school site. 
Staff have been really impressed by their attitude and they are fully embracing our themes of Endeavour, Resilience and Empa-
thy and aiming “to be the best you can be”.  We would like to thank our primary colleagues for the wonderful work they did 
with them throughout Year 6 and preparing them for transition; they have arrived as confident and polite ambassadors for their 
former schools.  
 
Schools are so much more than brick and mortar and it has been wonderful to hear laughter in our classrooms and see them 
with friends enjoying learning. We know schools are vital for long-term health and wellbeing, as well as helping students to 
achieve qualifications and allowing them to develop into well rounded people. We believe the best way to support our students 
is through the consistency of our high expectations and standards. Their behaviour, conduct, attendance, and attitude this week 
has been first class, it is clear they are trying their very best and we are really proud of them. 
 
Staff and students returning have all been enjoying the benefits of attending lessons within their curriculum areas with the re-
moval of year group zoned bubbles. This has allowed access to a rich and diverse range of activities in art, drama, design and 
technology and music for practical lessons. We are all re-learning established routines but we relish the journey ahead and look 
forward to events to come, especially our school production Disco Inferno (14 – 17th February 2022) and seeing the full range of 
clubs and activities resume. Schools are about creating memories for a lifetime; we know last year took away the rich tapestry 
of activities and events that create those experiences. 
 
I would like to congratulate our Year 11 and Year 13 students on their outstanding GCSE and A level results in their TAGS. This 
year saw continued difficulties with lockdowns and isolation periods at home. The students should be very proud of themselves, 
not only for their hard work and resilience last year but also in the way they conducted themselves at their Prom, which was 
held at The Bath Racecourse yesterday evening. It was a privilege to attend and celebrate this with them. A wonderful group of 
students and role models for future students; who reflect the commitment of staff and families working together as a communi-
ty. 
 
I would like to offer a huge thank you to all the staff at Wellsway, along with all the parents and carers who have supported at 
home, for their hard work and commitment in ensuring that our young people achieved such strong outcomes at both GCSE and 
A Level. 
 
This week’s Ammonite is a celebration of the hard work and commitment of our whole community: the return of all our stu-
dents, a celebration of the fantastic outcomes for Year 11 and 13 in the face of adversity and a chance to dance at the Year 11 
Prom. 
 
We wish all our students the very best for the year ahead and I look forward to meeting you in the future. Wellsway is a very 
special school and I have thoroughly enjoyed my first week. 
 

Best wishes 
 

Rob Pearsall 
Principal & Executive Head of School 
Wellsway School and IKB Academy 
 

Meet the Tutor 4pm—7pm 
Thursday 16th September 2021 

Key dates 

Issue 1002   10th September 2021 



The Ammonite newsletter: 10 September 2021 

Welcome to Year 7 
Fantastic to meet our new Year 7 students this week,  
looking stunningly smart in their uniform. We are so pleased 
at how quickly they have settled into life as Wellsway School 
students. Well done Year 7 - we're expecting amazing 
things!  

 

 
 

 

  
 

COVID-19 Testing 

 
It’s been a successful week of testing, we were impressed 
with  the students cooperation in allowing this to run so 
smoothly.  A huge thank you to everyone. 

Year 11 2020 Graduation 

We were delighted to welcome students, their families and staff to celebrate the end of Year 11 in style at Bath Racecourse on Thursday. 

The students should be very proud of themselves not only for their hard work and resilience last year but also in the way they conducted 

themselves. They are a wonderful group of young people, role models for future students; who reflect the commitment of staff and fam-

ilies working together as a community. Thank you again to all the hard work from the Prom Committee and to the students and their 

families for your patience as we negotiated the challenges of organising such an event in the last few months. We will be adding some 

photos of the event via twitter so keep a look out next week! 
Mr J Tanner 
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Kaishu’s success over the Summer 
We are immensely proud to be able to celebrate our latest national cham-
pion at Wellsway.  Kaishu  in Year 9 became a British BMX Champion in his 
Age 13-14 Cruiser category, and British No.6 in 20” category . The British 
Championship is the biggest BMX event of the year  and was held in Leices-
ter at the end of  August. 
Kaishu belongs to Bath BMX, and also qualified for the World Champion-
ship in France 2022 along with his younger brother.  

 

 

A big well done to the Class of 2021 
We were delighted to welcome students and their families to collect their GCSE and A-Level results in August. 

After two years in which students have made so many sacrifices in terms of lost opportunities in both their 

school and personal lives, it was fantastic to see them celebrating with their friends, families, teachers and 

other members of school staff. We have been enormously impressed by the resilience, determination and te-

nacity of the students. The grades awarded reflect their talents and abilities, as well as the tremendous effort 

they have made over the duration of their time with us. 
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Sixth Form News 

It has been a fantastic start to the year in Sixth Form!   
   
We have welcomed back our new Year 13s, and they have been joined by our largest cohort of Year 12s for some time. This has 
brought an amazing buzz to Sixth Form and made for a busy, but exciting, start of the year.    
   
During their induction and first few days of term, there was the opportunity to get the entire Wellsway and IKB Sixth Form to-
gether for teambuilding, socialising and importantly, fun events. All students were able to use a range of inflatables on the field, 
play some sport, and they enjoyed a BBQ themed lunch. Luckily, we were spoiled with some fantastic weather, and I know 
the students, and we, finished the day with some great memories.    
  
Whilst it is great to welcome fresh faces, after results day it was time to say goodbye to our previous Year 13s. They left with a 
fantastic set of results, and this is even more impressive, when you think of the journey they had through both their Year 12 and 
13. Aside from their great grades, they have shown themselves to be adaptive, resilient and hardworking individuals, who were 
determined to succeed. We are immensely proud of all our students as they move on to their next step, including Chloe who is 
reading History at Oxford, Milly who is studying Veterinary Science, and Emma who is studying Dance at the Performance Prep-
aration Academy.    
   
Other highlights from A Level results day include:   
 Tristan McCarthy who achieved 4 A*s in Computing, Maths, Further Maths and Physics   
 Joseph Bainbridge who achieved 4 A*s in English, French, German and EPQ   
 Adrianna Newbury who achieved 3 A*s in English Literature, French and Psychology    
 Jason Tang who achieved 3 A*s in Maths, Further Maths and Physics, plus an A in Computing    
 Edward Watson who achieved 3 A*s in Biology, Maths and Further Maths    
 Also, to be commended are Alex Britton (A*, A*, A), Alisdair Cole (A*, A*, A), Elsa Cox (A*, A*, A, plus an A* for EPQ), Isa-

bel Harber (A*, A*, A), Matthew Trenchard (A*, A*, A, plus an A for EPQ), Matthew Stevens (A*, A*, B, plus an A* for 

EPQ), Harriet Lewarne (A*, A, A, plus an A* for EPQ), Chloe Kennedy (A*, A, A, plus an A* for EPQ), Milly Comber (A*, A, 

A, plus an A* for EPQ),  Finnola Stratton (A*, A, A), Maisie Hawkins (A*, A, A), Dan Hart (A*, A, A) and Emma Falconer (A*, 

A, A), plus Ewan Grady and Katie Vockings for fantastic progress.    

   As we move into this academic year, we look forward to supporting Year 11 with their next step at Wellsway. Look out for 
information on our Open Evening (Thursday 7th October), and we will also meet you in assemblies and throughout the next 
year.   

Mr A Littleboy 
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The Careers team are back in the Careers Hub  
 

Drop in to ask a question or enquire or   
Email – Wellsway School Careers Coordinator  

amillard@wellswayschool.com    
Or 

  Futura Learning Partnership  Careers Advisor  
mmillard@futuralearning.co.uk 

 
You can find all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway School website, which you can access  

here 

WELLSWAY SCHOOL  
GREEN TEAM 
Calling all wildlife, environment and conservation enthusiasts. 
 
The Green Team is the school's well-established practical environmental conservation 
club. 
 
We meet most Mondays after school, usually in the school garden at the far end of 
Mendip tennis courts. 
The first meeting back is next Monday 13th September, 3.15 - 4.45, in the school garden. 
As always, there is lots to be done, mainly focused on cutting back several months' worth 
of growth of trees, shrubs and other plants. Our current aim is to turn the space into a 
Forest school area, fit for infant, junior and secondary age students. If time allows, we'll 
also try out the 2 new pond dipping platforms and check what's in the pond. 
Current, new and old members are all welcome, and the club is open to all years from  
7-13. Anyone looking for D of E volunteering can do so by helping the Green Team with 
practical projects. Just turn up at the gate at 3.15 pm, and you will be warmly welcomed. 
You don't have to change into "gardening" clothes - but it helps! 
 
I look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Mr D Sage, 
i/c Green team 

Extra-curricular  
activities—PE 
 
All extra-curricular activities for PE will 
start from Monday 13th September 
and the full programme is available on 
the website here. There is no need for 
students to sign up in advance to take 
part. For afterschool activities students 
just need to bring the appropriate PE 
kit for that activity and meet at the 
sports centre after school. For 
lunchtime clubs, no PE kit is required, 
except trainers. We hope to see many 
of you at our activities over the coming 
weeks. 

Mr R Evans 

Friends of Wellsway PTA virtual meeting 
Friends of Wellsway PTA will have a Zoom meeting on Wed 15th Sept at 7pm and all par-

ents/carers are welcome to attend. Also, if you have any out-grown uniform, please donate 

it to us. Our summer sale raised £1082 for the school! If you are interested in coming to the 

meeting or donating uniform, please email pta@wellswayschool.com; or message us at 

facebook.com/wellswaypta  

mailto:amillard@wellswayschool.com
mailto:mmillard@wellswaymat.com
https://www.wellswayschool.com/careers/
https://www.wellswayschool.com/student-area/#extra-curricular-clubs
mailto:pta@wellswayschool.com
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